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Project Success Stories

Environmental Quality Incentives 
Cost-Share Program

A sustainably managed forest is an investment; the 
returns include income, clean air, clean water, wildlife 
habitat and aesthetic benefits. The Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) can improve a 
forest landowner’s “return on investment” by covering 
75 percent to 90 percent of the costs associated with 

In this timber stand improvement 
project, buckeye (Aesculus 
octandra) was removed due to 
its lower than average timber 
value. The dense vegetation 
growth on the forest floor has 
occured since the livestock were 
fenced out of this woodlot.

Several years have passed since these 
undesirable trees were girdled – the 
trees will now decompose slowly, 
providing valuable wildlife habitat.

sustainably managing forest stands – planting trees; 
controlling invasive plant species, and improving 
wildlife habitat. The following “success stories” portray 
real-life experiences of Virginia forest landowners who 
have used EQIP cost-share assistance to accomplish 
sustainable forest management activities.
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Growing conditions for these trees have been 
improved by removing undesirable species and 
poorly-formed trees.

Reducing canopy cover can also promote 
regeneration – these seedlings (oak, hickory 
and red maple) will eventually become the next 
timber stand.

For more information about the EQIP cost-share program, as well 
as other landowner cost-share programs, and to see if you qualify 
for funding assistance, contact your local Virginia Department of 
Forestry (VDOF), Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) or 
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) office.

Funding for printing provided through the NRCS EQIP Program.


